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Women’s right to inherit
remains a struggle
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By Ahmad Abu Hammad

Despite the religious and civil laws that
guarantee the right of women to inherit, social
norms and tradition, supported by ignorance,
deprive them of such right even in the 21st
century.

Statistics show that women’s right inherit
remains that most violated right in Jordan,
with more than 85 percent of women deprived
of their inheritance in Mafraq during the past
five years.

A study conducted by the Jordanian National
Forum for Women indicated that while 91
percent of women are aware of their right to
inherit, only 26 percent got their inheritance.

A total of 15 percent of women waiver their
right willingly, whereas the rest let go of their
inheritance under pressure of the traditions.

Judge Zeid Kilani underlined that women’s
right to inherit is guaranteed in Islam and
stipulated in the Koran, noting that women
waiver such right freely or under pressure
from siblings.

He also noted that the cause of depriving
woman of inheritance was to prevent the
transfer of a family property to another family,
underlining the need to combat it as a type of
violation against women.

Itis also considered a form of discrimination
according to Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women,
which deemed any restriction based on gender
as bias.

Violence against women on the rise, supported by their silence and the law

Jordanian women have not yet reached equality
granted to them by the monotheistic religions and
international conventions.

Women still suffer from many injustices, mainly
physical, verbal and mental abuse, while feminists
and human rights groups seek to grant them more
rights and freedoms, especially to enable them to
unveil abuse they are subject to.

However, women organizations affiliated with
the Jordanian National Commission for Women
(JNCW) have not been able to reach out to abused
women, with only 145 complaints filed in 2013,
more than half of which came from Amman, while
8.8 % from Balqa, 8.8 % from Zarqa, 7.5% from
Irbid and 3.8% from Jerash.

According to the INCW’s complaint office, a total
of 52.9 % of the complaints were about domestic
violence, 3.8% about labor issues and 23.5% about
financial assistance.

In terms of age, 1.4% of the claimants were under
18, while 9.7% were between 18 and 24, 20.8%
between 25 and 25 and 9.7% between 30 and 34.

Claimants aged between 40 and 44 filed 20.8 %
of last year’s complaints, whereas those between 45
and 49 filed 6.9% of the objections.

JNCW media chancellor, Rana Shawar, said the
fear of society, traditions and the collapse of the
family, especially when there are children, prevent
women from reaching out for help, in addition to
not activating the Family Protection Law, despite
having been published in the Official Gazette since
2008.

A report prepared by the National Council
for Family Affairs in 2011 concluded that 70%
of perpetrators in 50 “honor” crimes committed
between 2000 and 2011 received reduced sentences
because of dropped private claims.

Figures issue by the Public Security Department’s

family protection administration showed that among
crimes committed against women in 2012, 32 were
indecent assaults, seven rapes, 28 homicides and 40
kidnapping.

UN special rapporteur on violence against
women, Rashida Manjoo, has prepared a report
on her visit to Jordan, in which she included
many reservations, such as not stipulating equality
between both genders in the recent constitutional
amendments.

Other limitations include thee Family Protections
Law’s focus on “family violence” and not specifically
on violence perpetrated against women.

The National Centre for Human Rights has
signed a memorandum of understanding with the
social development and interior ministries and the
JNCW to exchange data on violence against women
and coordinate in addressing the phenomenon
through joint activities and programs.
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Customs, traditions, discriminatory laws limit women's work

Rise in women education did not affect their economic participation - SIGI

A report issued in February by the World Bank
(WB), titled “Gender at Work”, showed that women
still lack basic freedoms and opportunities and face
huge inequalities in the world of work.

The Sisterhood is Global Institute/Jordan (SIGI)
cited obstacles facing women in employment and
economic participation, mainly due to discriminatory
traditions and local legislation that differentiate
between the two sexes in terms of work hours and
wages.

The institute also noted that violence and sexual
harassment at workplace prevent women from
assuming senior posts.

The World Bank report also showed that
women’s work in fifteen countries is linked to their
husbands’ approval and that all types of intervention
to improve women’s work conditions should focus

on their productive age.

SIGI says that international estimates show
a “recession” in women’s economic participation
during the past thirty years, with working women
dropping from 57 to 55 percent despite the global
recognition of the positive impact of women’s work
on the overall wellbeing of their families and the
development of countries.

Moreover, =~ women on  average  earn
between 10 and 30 percent less than men, according
to the WB report, which also showed that women
spend at least twice as much time as men on unpaid
domestic tasks.

Of the 143 economies surveyed, 128 have at
least one legal differentiation that affects women’s
ability to participate in the economy.

In Jordan, the high rate of education among

Article 308 violates rape victims'rights

\
W By Ghadeer Saadi

stable family.

|l

perpetrator, while marriage in
this case would not produce a

more abuse that can sometimes
result in the suicide of the victim.
The issue has also to do with

Article 308 of the Penal
Code is considered a “flagrant”
violation of the rights of rape
victims, which  prompted
activists and legal experts to call
for annulling it.

Under the controversial
provision, rapists are pardoned
from punishment or legal
prosecution if they marry their
victims and stay with them for
five years.

Activists have deemed the
article as a tool to protect the

Lawyer Noor Imam,
a member of the Arab
Organization for Human Rights,
said the article gives impunity to
prosecutors, even if the victim is
a minor.

Jordanian National
Commission for Women media
chancellor, Rana Shawar, said
nothing justifies Article 308 as it
is a way to help rapists escape
punishment, while making their
victims fall prey, stressing that
a marriage that involves rapists
and their victims can never result
in stable family, but leads to

the society, which backs the
article and considers it as a way
to “cover the scandal”.

Human rights activist
Rihab  Qadoumi

that marrying a rapist who has

underlined

criminal tendencies is a way to
end the victim’s life, noting that
there are no scientific studies
that suggest that such marriage
succeed, on the contrary, it will
severely hinder the victim’s
healing process and exacerbate
the psychological damage.

women has not reflected on their participation in
the labor market, according to a report issued by
the Global Economic Forum in 2013, which also
indicated that in terms of economic opportunity in
136 countries, Dubai ranked 109, Bahrain 112, Qatar
115, Kuwait 116, Oman 122, Saudi Arabia 127 and
Yemen, in last place, 136.

According to SIGI Jordan, unemployment
among Jordanian women stands at 21 percent of the
total number of adult women, while unemployment
among men is about 11 percent.

In terms of education, women who completed
their primary education in the Kingdom is estimated
at 64 percent and those who completed secondary
education stand at 58 percent, whereas higher
degree earners stand at 25 percent.

Women in politics; attempts
to prove themselves
against social norms
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By Ahmad Abu Hammad

Jordanian women are trying hard to penetrate the
political field despite societal restraints.

Feminist movements in the Kingdom deemed that
arrival of 18 women deputies to the Lower House as
a “great” and “unprecedented” achievement, but the
irony lays in the fact that women’s votes surpassed
that of their men peers by 2 percent, standing at 52
percent in the 2013 parliamentary elections.

Till date, experience shows that women cannot
make it to the parliament through competition,
unless in rare cases, and therefore, there were other
tools to guarantee the access of women to municipal
councils.

The quota helped eighteen women to the
Parliament Dome and they have proved to be
affective, presiding over three committees and
serving as rapporteurs for five others.

There are three ministers in the current
government, heading the social development,
transport and culture ministries, while seven women
are in the Senate.

However, women only assumes 10 percent of
leading posts, according to a study conducted in 2011,
which also showed that the highest representation of
women were in the education ministry, reaching 58
percent, while their participation in the legislative
and monitoring sector did not exceed 7.6 percent.

Abstention from the Kingdom’s political life is a
general state as Jordanians do not favor joining parties,
but women’s political participation has become a
main objective for democratic development.

Before 2007, women in political parties did not
exceed 10 percent and then jumped to 29 percent and
to more than 32 percent now.

This is mainly to do with the fact that the law
only license parties with more than 50 members, a
thing that show that women’s membership is more
customary.

Women’s political engagement needs more efforts
and tools, starting with amending the Constitution.
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Women on thelr international day...rights and obligations
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The world celebrates women’s
day on March 8 of every year in
recognition of the economic, social
and political achievements of women.

Jordan is considered one of
the pioneering countries in terms
of protecting women’s rights and
expanding their participation in the
public life.

However, Jordanian women still
suffer from some violations and
despite efforts exerted by the civil
society organizations to enhance their
status in all areas of life, much more
should be done to ensure the full
integration of women in the decision-
making process.

“Women unaware of their rights”

The Sisterhood is Global Institute/
Jordan (SIGI) says that practices
against women and girls stem from
the discriminatory culture and
social norms that are used to justify
restricting their freedom.

Such practices exist worldwide
and take several forms, according to
SIGI.

In a statement issues recently,
Rand, the Jordanian League or
Democratic Women, underlined that
women are capable of lifting injustices
against them and bolstering efforts to

on harmful practices against women,
which aimed at providing a reference
for lawmakers to protect women
through legislation.

Some 26.9 percent of Jordanian
women feel that they are being
exploited financially, of whom 57.2
per cent say they are exploited by
their husbands, 19.4 percent by their
fathers, 11.9 percent by their brothers
and 11.5 percent by their children,
according to SIGI.

Moreover, a total of 29.4 percent
of women have been deprived of their
inheritance, showed a recent SIGI
study that surveyed 3,000 women of
different ages.

The institute called on
governmental and civil society
organizations to shoulder their efforts
to raise women awareness of their
rights to protect themselves and their
children.

Senator Asma Khader, on the
other hand, said the Kingdom has
focused on education as a tool for
advancement, establishing schools
across governorates and spending on
quality education.

She stressed that women’s cause
is an issue of dispute with men, but
goes hand in hand and with all other
issues, noting that addressing women
poverty requires resolving poverty as
a whole.

Khader said that Jordanian women
are aware of current challenges and

grant them their full economic and

political right.
Rand condemned the official
authorities’ “negligence” over

demands presented by women and
human rights organizations to grant
children of Jordanian women married
to foreigners their full citizenship
rights.

On the contrary, rights recently
granted to them were only “service
incentives” instead of rights, said

Rand.
“2014 year of genuine reforms”
The league has called for taking
genuine steps in 2014 to improve
women’s economic, political, social
and legal conditions, noting that these
measures are the prerequisite for
Jordan’s democratic transition.
Sociologist Qasim Thbeitat
noted that increase of education and
awareness, along with the openness to
the world, has reduced the traditional

prospective on women and their roles
in the Arab world.

Meanwhile, Article 308 of the
Penal Code, which stipulates that
rapists are pardoned from punishment
or legal prosecution if they marry their
victims and stay with them for five
years, remains a concern for human
rights experts who consider the article
to be in a “flagrant” violation of human
rights principles.

The UN issued a report in 2012

are looking to have an actual say in
facing them, adding that the national
strategy for women, which was
endorsed by the Cabinet, has focused
on three main aspects; economic,
social and political empowerment.

Khader noted that in the judicial
sector, there were no serving female
judges or prosecutors until 1996,
whereas today women constitute 15
percent of the total judiciary posts in
Jordan.

Jordanian press and human rights
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By Ghadeer Saadi

The absence of journalists specialized with
human right issues is no longer an issue in Jordan,
especially since many human rights specialized
reporters have emerged.

Nidal Mansour, president of the Centre for
Defending the Freedom of Journalists (CDFJ),
underlined the need to have journalists who are
well acquainted with human rights principles as
otherwise it would result in poor quality coverage of
such crucial topic.

He called on newspapers to respect human rights
principles and create leading media figures who are

committed to highlight human rights violations in
all areas.

Mohammad Shamma, a journalist who is expert
in human rights, stressed the importance of having
journalists who are well-aware of human rights
issues and can recognize a torture, ill-treatment or
other infringements committed against citizens.

“Journalists with in-depth knowledge of human
rights concepts create a state of awareness in
the media that eventually affect the country’s
orientation in this area,” he said, adding that it is
the responsibility of the media to raise the public
awareness and remind the state with its obligations
towards its people.

The media also serve as a platform for civil
society organizations working in human rights
watchdogs to shed light on their work and efforts

to acquaint citizens with their rights, according to
Shamma.

Having a human rights specialized journalist
encourage media outlets to give more space and
prominence to human rights issues pay more care to
citizens’ causes, said Samar Haddin, also a human
rights journalists.

“Some newspapers prefer to only raise awareness
on human rights issues without unveiling breaches
and thus, having a journalist who believes in human
rights might change this equation,” she noted.

On the other hand, human rights trainer Fadi
Qadi, believes that there is no need for journalists
who are specialized in human rights, but all
media personnel should be aware of human rights
principles as they touch upon all causes related to
citizens’ daily life.



