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Jordanian universities...human right violations go unpunished
Banning students’ political and party work boosted university violence-Daas

‘
T Ghadir Saadi
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Freedoms in Jordanian universities are still
restricted, a thing that requires effective plans
and strategies to put an end to violations in the
higher education sector.

Fakher Daas, coordinator of Thabahtoona,
the National Campaign for Defending Students’
Rights, said students’ representation inside
universities is considered one of the main
indicators of academic freedoms, however,
students have been suffering since 1991 from the
lack of a general union for the government, asin
neighboring countries, forbid the establishment
of such formations.

He added that students are only allowed to
establish councils in their respective universities
and elect the boards.

“Some university administrations have
postponed students elections indefinitely under
the pretext that student could not agree on an
alternative system to the one-vote system,” Daas
said.

Jordanian youth parliament...from a
virtual” throat to on-ground developments”

He noted that the students councils are
affiliated with deanships and not considered
independent bodies, which gives these deanships
the right to interfere in all the councils’ activities.

Most university presidents have the right
to dissolve the councils without identifying the
reasons and to postpone the elections, according
to Thabahtoona coordinator, who said that the
Amman Private University’s administration has
froze its students’ council on the pretext that the
elections end in brawls, while Jerash University
has been canceling the votes for the second
consecutive year.

Daas indicated that most university
administrations till control the councils’ budgets,
adding that there is another form of students’
representation, dubbed ‘‘students’ associations”,
in which each faculty has its own elected
association directly.

“Under this type of representation, which
has been applied in some universities for over
ten years, students cannot involve in political or
party work,” he said, adding that the associations
only handle leisure activities and the relationship
between students and professors.

Daas noted that students do not have a role
in formulating mechanism to elect their councils,
while elections are still conducted according
to the one-vote system, which contributed to
seeding tribal and regional sedations, leading to
the spread of campus violence.

As for the disciplinary measure, he noted that
disciplinary instructions in university and community
colleges are the same and have not undergone any
core amendments for more than ten years.

“There are no specific penalties for violations,
but are left to the probe committee to choose the
suitable disciplinary measure among a list of
penalties, starting from verbal warning up to
final dismissal from the university. This violates
the Constitution for it leaves students at the
mercy of the committees’ mood,” underlined the
Thabahtoona coordinator.

Meanwhile, Balqa Applied University
President Ghaleb Arabiyat called for
exerting more efforts to enhance universities’
independence and academic freedoms, noting
that the number of the Kingdom’s universities
reached 32, including 20 private institutions and

two regional ones.

The absence of the other opinion in
official and semi-official media

‘
W Mohammad Freij
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There are many youth initiatives
with a political or development
orientation that depend on
voluntarism, some of which are
funded by different bodies and others
are formed by institutions, however,
the Jordanian Youth Parliament is a
fully independent initiative.

In a community in which more
than are 60 % are youth, and amid
this year’s parliamentary elections,
the law banned those under 30 to run
for the youth parliament candidacy.

To this end, youth have established
their own virtual parliament to place
pressure on the concerned authorities
to hear young people’s voices and
prove their capabilities to take part
in the monitoring and legislation
processes, in addition to raising their
peers’ awareness on the importance to
take part in the decision-making.

Candidates have competed in
presenting their platforms and
according to an elections law described
as the best for it adopts closed lists,
contrary to the Elections Law.

“The independent commission
to monitor the youth elections” has
allowed those under eighteen to vote
and run for candidacy from inside

the Kingdom and abroad through
an electronic program designed by a
Jordanian citizen. The program cast
one vote from each voter.

In January 22, 2013, one day
before the Lower House’s elections,
the Jordanian Youth Parliament
conducted its elections with the
winning o the Redskins list.

Tayseer Kloub, who chaired the
youth parliament’s first session, which
lasted for three years, said “many had
doubts on the validity of the idea, but
it rendered well eventually”.

“Many activities have been
carried out by the youth parliament,
including awareness campaigns and
the formation of ad hoc committees
responsible  for  specific fields,
including education, energy, economy
and media ,” Kloub highlighted.

Head of the legal committee
Enas Kiswani, winner on the silent
majority list, said she used to sense
that youth are not represented in the
state agencies, which is the reason why
she decided to take part in the youth
parliament.

She added that youth seek to
activate the monitoring of the Lower
House and government.

The youth parliament also focused
on corruption and unemployment, in
addition to amending the elections
law and reviewing the education and
higher education policies.

‘
W Sura Dmour
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Freedom of expression
is one of the main rights
outlined in the International
Bill of Human Rights for it
is the pillar of a democratic
society, but there have been
many attempts to ignore the
opinions of the other.

Article 19 of the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
stipulates that everyone shall
have the right to hold opinions
without interference and the
right of freedom of expression,
which shall include the
freedom to seek, receive
and impact information and
ideas of all kinds, regardless
of frontiers, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the
form of art, or through any
other media of his choice.

The 2004 Arab Charter on
Human Rights violates this
article by allowing having
restrictions on the freedom of
expression.

Article 32 of the charter
reads that the freedoms of
expression shall be exercised
in the framework of society’s
fundamental principles and
shall only be subjected to
restrictions necessary for
the respect of the rights or
reputation of others and for
the protection of national
security or of public order,
health or morals.

Journalist Khaled Fkhideh
said at this stage, the ignored
opinion is not the opponent,
but the extremist, which is
due to orientation of media
outlets.

However, Greater Amman
Municipality’s media centre
Mazen Farajin said news
outlets should present all
views, otherwise they will lose
their credibility overtime and
affect their outreach.

Ahnaf Abu Assal, another
journalist, noted that the
media are going through a
real crisis by ignoring events
and highlighting others, and
thus, direct the public opinion.
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Parties’ secretary generals; advocates of
power devolution, take decisions single-
handedly and refuse others’ participation

‘
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In times when voices are raised to entrench
the devolution of power, particularly by parties,
eyes are laid on the status of parties’ secretary
generals, who hold tight to their power and
refuse the rotating of positions.

This reality does not give dash hopes
about the ability of current parties to bring
major changes to the structure of the country,
although they are considered a main pillar of
the modern states’ as stipulated in international
conventions.

While parties call for the peaceful transition
of powers, their secretary generals have been in
office for a long time, which requires thorough
investigations on the phenomenon.

Article 22 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights entails that everyone
shall have the right to freedom of association
with others, including the right to form and join

and that no restrictions may be placed on the
exercise of this right other than those which
are prescribed by law and which are necessary
in a democratic society in the interests of the
national security or public safety.

For his part, political science professor
Bader Madi said the mechanism through which
parties choose their secretary generals depend
on many standards, such as the need for them
to have be a leading figure and is considered a
model in principles their respective parties call
for.

“Parties usually depend on their secretary
generals for financial support, therefore, they

depend on them for a very long times,”” he noted.

Member of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party
Diaa Amayreh said no changes in the assembly
or presidency of parties are made unless the
president die or if amendments should be
made due to personal considerations more than
political or institutional ones.

““Some parties’ leaderships practice the most
violentformofdictatorship,whilesomedismissor
freeze the membership of members who appose

trade unions for the protection of his interests, totheviews oftheir parties’presidents,” he noted.

Current house a step towards reform and democratic empowerment, but not enough
Citizens’ participation in the decision- making incom-
plete still under anticipation under the one-vote system

‘
W Jamal Bawareed

The right to vote is granted in all international
conventions, under which individuals are able
to take part in managing their countries’ public
affairs through clean and periodical elections.

Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights stipulates that:

- Everyone has the right to take part in the
government of his country, directly or through
freely chosen representatives.

- Everyone has the right to equal access to
public service in his country

- The will of the people shall be the basis of
the authority of government; this will shall be
expressed in periodic and genuine elections
which shall be by universal and equal suffrage
and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent
free voting procedures.

Article 25 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which Jordan has
ratified, entails that:

Every citizen shall have the right and the
opportunity, without any of the distinctions
mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable

restrictions:

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs,
directly or through freely chosen representatives

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine
periodic elections this shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot,
guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the
electors

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality,
to public service in his country

The latest parliamentary elections, held
earlier this year, came after a package of
constitutional amendments in 2011 that included
the endorsement of the elections, independent
elections commission and constitutional court
laws to improve citizens’ participation in the
decision-making.

These amendments have played a role in
easing the public tension and not resorting to
violence regional country has faced amid the
Arab Spring, such as in Egypt, Syria and Libya.

Despite the constitutional amendments,
several political and civil activists boycotted the
elections, considering the government’s respond
to reform calls as not enough and does not touch
on major issues.

Former MP Raed Qaqish underlined the need
to study the outcomes of the elections in order to
develop them and enable citizens to participate

in the decision-making process through a new
elections law that ensure the engagement of the
political powers and all segments o the society.
“There is a clear vision of reform led by His
Majesty King Abdullah, but the problem is in
the implementation,” he said, adding that the
current Lower House is holding dialogue with
all segments of the society to come out with an
elections law that is in line with international
conventions Jordan is signatory to.

Qagqish noted that the Kingdom is moving
gradually towards reform, stressing the
importance of bridging the gap between citizens
and the government.

Director of Al Hayat Centre for Civil Society
Development Amer Bani Amer said despite the
huge critics against the current 17th Lower House,
it has contributed to improving democracy and
is considered a good step forward.

According to a survey conducted by the
University of Jordan’s Centre for Strategic
Planning before the latest parliamentary elections,
a total of 44 % of those who took part in the poll
believed that the new elections law will produce
a Lower House with the same performance its
successor, while 11 % of the interviewees believed
that the performance of the House will be worst
than the previous one.
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Modern sarcasm and its subjects on
the social networks is deemed as a new art
and tool to express opinions, with many
taking party in coming up with it without
the need of huge capabilities.

Many characters have been introduced
under the art of sarcasm, while others have
been brought back to life in new forms.

Local controversy topics such as the rise
in gas cylinder prices and parliamentary
elections campaigns have been tackled
in several types of innovative sarcasm,
whether in form of comics , comments,
videos and pictures.

Director of Graphsense Centre Medhat
Eid said the new wave of sarcasm that has
been sweeping the Internet for years now

~a3 16

Sarcasm on social media networks
New art that represents anger, unleash the

due to the tremendous development in
social media technologies and the advent
of the user generated content .

He noted that this art has benefited
from unlimited freedom, adding that
it is hard to discover the identity of the
creators.

“New technologies have contributed to
the spread of such materials and social
networks ensured their reach out to a
large number of viewers,” Eid said.

Graphic expert Mohammad Qaralleh
said sarcasm represented in comics,
pictures an videos express Jordanian
youth’s frustration due to the country’s
social, economic and political causes.

Kamal Mahmoud, a graphic artist,
said this art depends on events, but are
done in an unprofessional way because
applications are available to all.

Fear raise over the possibility of exploiting people’s online data by global security bodies
Social security networks...a virtual freedom to compen-
sate for the repression on ground

‘
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The world has witnessed a tremendous
technological leap during the past ten years
accompanied by social developments brought
by a generation that depends on the Internet in
all areas of life.

This has led social networks to manage the
democratic movement in the Arab world and
guide the public opinion in a fast, effective
and flexible that pave the way for demanding
genuine political reform and contributing to
arming the local communities for the creation
of new ruling systems that are in line with
democratic philosophy and principles.

Social media expert Thamer Awaysheh
said the number of Internet and social networks
users, particularly the Facebook, in the Arab
world has reached 101 million users, according
to international statistics.

As of the start of 2013, the number of
social media users reached around 51 million,
including 13.5 million new users joined the
social networks in 2012 alone, according to

Awaysheh, who noted that the Arabic has
become the fastest growing language online.

He added that the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries still rank among the first top five in
the number of Facebook users compared to
the number of population, followed by Jordan,
Lebanon, Qatar and Tunis.

“Young people aged between 15 and 29 years
constitute around 70% of Facebook users in
the Arab region...Qatar and Kuwait ranked
top in the number of social network users. In
addition, around quarter of Facebook users is
from Egypt, while the other quarter is from the
Gulf Cooperation Council states,” the expert
highlighted.

He noted that the new media, especially
Facebook and Twitter have played an
undeniable role in the Arab political movement,
making them part of the social and political
change, while the traditional media outlets have
fell behind mainly due to the ability of social
networks to reach out to the largest number of
people and influence their views and standings.

Political science professor Mohammad
Ibrahim said a poll recently published by the
Pew Research Centre showed that Facebook
users are more confident and have more close

friends and more ability to involve in the
political life.

“In general, users of social media networks
enjoy a healthy social life, contrary to fears
some have regarding humans’ ability to form
friendships in the real world,” he said.

Meanwhile, news leaked that an official from
the US National Security Agency has moved
to Facebook raised many questions on the
cooperation between the intelligent apparatuses
and social media networks, particularly
after the agency’s former contractor Edward
Snowden leaked documents on his country’s
involvement in international spy operations via
social networks.

In addition, the New York Times has said
that the intelligent apparatuses find all personal
documents in  Silicon Valley, in which huge
personal information exist as well as state-of-
the art devices to analyze them.

Analysts say that IT companies have been
selling their technologies and expertise for the
US government for a long time now in order to
use them for commercial and security purposes
and contribute to creating revolutions across
the world.



