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Sixty-five cases of hysterectomies a year among women with disabilities registered in Jordan

prohibited in Shariaa [aw unless in cases of severe illness

<
W[ By Ghadeer Saadi
and Surra Dmour

T

Controversy has been raised in Jordan on the legitimacy
of performing hysterectomies on women with disabilities
in fear of sexual harassment or to make it a little bit easier
for parents during their children's menstrual periods.

One woman, who preferred anonymity, said she had
performed hysterectomy for her mentally disabled
daughter, noting that the surgery is not complex.

She expressed her willingness to perform the same surgery
for her second daughter once she reaches puberty.

«It is just unbearable and no one feels with us. My
daughter has a big body and a three-year old brain and we
suffer when we see her touching her private areas in her
body and then go to eat,» she said, adding that she used
to undress and show people the blood, which her siblings
could not tolerate.

With some supporting hysterectomies in mentally disabled
women, others perceive the act as a breach of the disabled
rights and are considered a «flagrant» breach of human
rights conventions, especially that those who are subject
to the operation are under 16 years old which is the age
of childhood.

According to article 19 of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, state parties «shall take all appropriate
legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to protect the child from all forms of physical
or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual
abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or
any other person who is caring for a child».

The 2007 Law on the Rights of People with Disabilities
entails protecting the rights of children with disabilities,
building their capabilities and integrating them into the
community.

The Islamic shariaa point of view

Grand Mufti Noah Salman said it is forbidden to cut out

an organ in humans bodies, unless in cases of illness, in
which removing the organ is the only way of treatment.
«Mental disability or the inability to control a certain
behavior is not an excuse for having such surgeries
[hysterectomies]...,» said Salman.

Head of the Higher Council for the Affairs of People with
Disabilities (HCD) women unit, Maha Saudi said the
council has held many awareness campaigns and lectures
that warn against these surgeries and their danger on
women with disabilities.

She added that the campaigns also targeted gynecologists
to convince them of not performing, such surgeries and
explain to parents that their childrens behavior can be
controlled, regardless of their mental disability level.
Meanwhile, gynecologist Director of Al Bashir Hospital
and Issam Shreideh said he approves hysterectomies for
women with severe disabilities who cannot learn to take
care of their personal hygiene.

«Each case should be treated individually and according
to the social circumstances of the disabled women,» he
added, noting that there should be physiological and
neurological reports to perform the operations.
According to a source, who preferred anonymity, many
hysterectomies on women with mental disability are
performed in private hospitals due to the fact that private
physicians do not need official approval for doing such
surgeries.

The Sisterhood is Global Institute/Jordan (SIGI) said
that around 65 hysterectomies are carried out in Jordan
each year for women with disabilities, stressing that these
operations are considered discrimination against women.
Asma Khader, secretary general of the Jordanian National
Council for Women that performing hysterectomies
on women with disabilities make them more prone to
sexual attack, for it is considered safer as it prohibits the
possibility of pregnancy.

«Hysterectomies are considered discrimination against
women, if not, then why no one called for removing the
genitals of mentally disabled men?,» wondered Khader.

Sexual harassment video oh campus, ah academic
freedom or “chastity scratching”

S
W[ By Hiba Abu Taha
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A sexual harassment video produced by a group of female
students at the University of Jordan has triggered wide
and different reactions among legal, media and academic
figures.

The video, titled “This is my privacy”, was produced by
a group of female students of Professor Rula Quawas”
as a project for the feminism theory class they take at the
University of Jordan (UJ).

It addresses sexual harassment experienced by female
students on campus.

While some perceived the video as “harming to the
university’s academic process, human right activists
believes that university professors have the right to
choose suitable educational tools, noting that uploading
the video is part of the freedom of expression.

Human rights activist, Kamal El Mashriqi, said that
producing and broadcasting the video are in line with all
human rights standards, noting that sexual harassment is

considered a phenomenon in the Jordanian society and
that ignoring this fact “does not serve efforts to eliminate
it”.

He said that international human right conventions
ensure women’s right for equality, freedom of expression
and justice, stressing that the students in the video
have practiced their right to protect themselves from
harassment.

On the other hand, the video has been subject to wide
criticism and a protest was held in the university against
it, led by Islamic Scholar Amjad Qourshah.

Feminism Professor Rula Quawas said that the material
she is teaching enables students to express their problems
through producing video clips, but uploading the sexual
harassment video on Youtube led many to accuse her of
harming the reputation of the university.

The professor was dismissed by the university as the dean
modern languages following the spread of the video.
The UJ has issued a statement highlighting that the
decision to dismiss Quawas was merely administrative
and had nothing to do with the documentary.
Coordinator of the “No Honor in Crime” campaign
Reem Manaa underlined the importance of the video in
shedding light on the phenomenon of sexual harassment.
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“Expressing our problems is part of solving them... many
people uses sexual harassment words without regarding
ethics and principles, while some segment of the society
does not feel the urge to combat the phenomenon and
blame women for it,” Manaa said.
However, Qourshah, Shariaa professor at the UJ, said the
video contains “inappropriate expressions” and that the

video only present “flagrant” image instead of providing
solutions for the problem.
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Parliamentary elections... a practice of human right first, then a democratic obligation

Voting is stipulated in the International Bill of Human Rights

m\
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Parliamentary elections in democratic
countries is not only considered a political
obligation conducted in certain seasons,
but is an indispensable part of the human
rights system.
These rights have been guaranteed by the
International Bill of Human Rights and
countries that have obliged themselves to
be part of human rights agreements should
not violate any human right concept.
According to paragraph 3 of the article 21
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights stipulates that the “ will of the
people shall be the basis of the authority of
government; this will shall be expressed
in periodic and genuine elections which
shall be by universal and equal suffrage
and shall be held by secret vote or by
equivalent free voting procedures”.
Article 25 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights entails that
every citizen shall have the right and the
opportunity, without any distinctions to
(a) take part in the conduct of public
affairs, directly or through freely chosen
representatives;
(b) vote and to be elected at genuine
periodic elections which shall be by
universal and equal suffrage and shall be
held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free
expression of the will of the electors;
(c) have access, on general terms of
equality, to public service in his country.
Rights mentioned in the Universal
Declaration for Human Rights and

The gov’t, workers confrontations cross borders
in search for international bodies’ support
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the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights are obvious in the
Constitution, in which article 1 states
that the system of governing in Jordan is
parliamentary with hereditary monarchy.

Article 24 of the Constitution stipulates
that the nation is the source of all powers,
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which should be exercised in the manner
prescribed by the present Constitution.

Moreover, article 67 states that the
“Chamber of Deputies shall consist of
members elected by secret ballot in a
general direct election and in accordance
with the provisions of an Electoral
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The situation of workers in Jordan is not at
its best, as soon as they end their protests,
voluntarily or by force, another strike is held
right afterwards.

Sit-ins
committees, which take a lot of time to reach
at a decision after promises that workers will
gain their rights.

Moreover, workers’ strikes are not free

are handled through dialogue

Law which shall ensure the following
principles:
(a)the integrity of the election
(b) the right of candidates to supervise the
process of election
(c) the punishment of any person who may
adversely influence the will of voters.
In a positive development, the Lower
House added new important amendments
in the Constitution in 2011, under which
the Independent Elections Committee
(IEC) was established to monitor the
elections process on all its stages.
The move was meant to ensure the
integrity of the government in supervising
the elections according to international
standards.
It is obvious that the upcoming elections,
slated to be conducted on January 23, will
abide by the utmost standards of integrity
and transparency without the government
intervention, but citizens still have doubts
on the possibility of having honest
elections.
Meanwhile, the wide public boycott of the
next elections, driven by different reasons,
should be examined.
A total of 2.273 million voters have
registered to vote in the elections, while
the number of candidates have reached an
unprecedented number; 1,527 candidates,
including more than 800 competing for 61
national lists.
Around 65 candidates who served as
deputies in the 16 dissolved Parliament
will ran in the next elections, while about
40 from previous parliament sessions will
compete in the January elections.
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after weeks of holding talks with the prime
minister, director of the General Intelligence
Department and minister of planning and
international cooperation.

In a statement issued last week, the workers
have announced the formation of their
independent syndicate as an umbrella to
protect and defend their right from the
“unsteady”
negatively affect workers’ performance.
Director of DOS Fathi
decision to lay-off workers was made in line
with the civil service bylaw, noting that the
employees’ strikes have largely affected the
work of the department.
Article 62 of the civil status bylaw stipulated

administrative practices that

Nsour said the

lives, “perhaps

This led the employees to file a complaint
against the Jordanian government at the
World Federation of Trade Unions in Brussels

that no administration should punish workers,
unless they become a threat to the state

security, according to Director of the Labour
Watch Ahmad Awad.
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Have Jordan entered a new era of political arrests again?

Detentions trigger outrage and calls for freedom

B
W By Ghada Sheikh

T

The public movements in Jordan, which
have been going for about two years,
were accompanied by a gradual rise
of the number of activists’ detention,
which observers say is considered a
“weapon” to depress the movements.
Since February 24, 2011, several
incidents have took place, perhaps
the latest is the protests against the
government’s decision to liberalize the
prices of oil in November 2012.

The rise in the number of arrests due to
the protests has raised condemnations
among citizens and human watchdogs
and fear that Jordan might be on the
verge of returning to the political
arrests era.

The detainees’ charges have not reached
terrorism, but according to public
activists, the Kingdom is witnessing
a new era of political detention as
the charges are more serious than
expected; undermining the regime,
illegal assembly and igniting riots.
Activists believe that these charges are
meant to give the State Security Law,
which is rejected constitutionally and
internationally, the green light to try
the activists.

Despite the fact that the latest
constitutional amendments prohibited
the trial of civilians before military
courts, the related constitutional phrase
has circumvented the ban, stating that

civilians should not stand trial before a
court unless all its judges are civilians.
This means that the State Security
Court is totally capable of trying civil
people with civil judges.

While activists say that more 500 have
been detained for their activism work,
the Penal Code clearly states that no
punishment without legal text.
“’Detentions breach the Constitution,
law and international agreements”
Human rights activist, Kamal FEl
Mashriqi said that detention should be
understood as a measure to apply the
punishment for it is not a punishment
itself.

“The Penal Code identifies detention
as the act of putting a convict in a

correctional and rehabilitation centre
to serve the sentence he or she has been
sentenced with,” Mashriqi highlighted,
stressing that the recent arrests have
violated this rule.

He underlined that the arbitrary
detentions and arrests are forbidden in
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which bans all forms of arbitrary
imprisonment whatsoever.
Furthermore, article 9 of the
International Covenant on the Civil
and Political Rights stipulated that
“everyone has the right to liberty
and security of person. No one shall
be subjected to arbitrary arrest or
detention. No one shall be deprived of
his liberty except on such grounds and

in accordance with such procedure as
are established by law.

It also entails that those wrested should
be informed at the time of arrest, of
the reasons for his arrest and shall be
promptly informed of any charges
against him.

The more obvious breach of human
rights in the recent arrests lays in the
torture and beating of the detainees as
proven by rights organizations, which
followed on their situation.
International conventions have
stipulated that prisoners should be
treated in a humane way without any
discrimination, including their political
opinion, according to Mashriqi.

He noted that article 9 of the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights also state that “anyone
who is deprived of his liberty by arrest
or detention shall be entitled to take
proceedings before a court, in order
that that court may decide without delay
on the lawfulness of his detention and
order his release if the detention is not
lawful”.

In addition, “anyone who has been the
victim of unlawful arrest or detention
shall have an enforceable right to
compensation”.

Jordan has ratified the covenant several
years ago.

Mashriqi called on the government
to release all political and arbitrary
detainees and provide the basic
guarantees for freedom of expression,
noting that detention should never
be perceived as a measure to restore
security and stability.

Jordan 1s committed to its

international obligations, lacks ¢ &
a mature civil society — Braizat =

T By Surra Dmour and
X Ghadeer Saadi

T

Commissioner General of the
National Centre for Human
Rights Musa Braizat said that
many laws endorsed in Jordan
still suffer loopholes in areas
concerning human rights.

In an interview, he called on
governments to work to develop
the national legislation to be in
line with the International Bill for
Human Rights, such as laws that
allow the trial of civilians before
the State Security Court (SSC),
some provisions in the Access to
Information Law and others in
the Press and Publications Law.
OntheoccasionoftheInternational
Day for Human Rights, Braizat
urged for endorsing laws that
improves the human dignity and
eliminate character assassination.
He described the situation of
human rights in Jordan as “good”,
despite some loopholes in laws
that should be amended in order
to avoid problems.

commissioner
general said the Kingdom abides
by most of the international
agreements and special protocols
related to human rights and that

The  NCHR

the  successive
policies have been to ensure
the application of human rights
standards.

Regarding the role of civil
society organizations (CSOs) in
entrenching the human rights
culture in the Jordanian society,
Braizat said these bodies have
developed the concept of human
rights thanks to their relentless
efforts to defend the dignity and

governments’

CS0s in Jordan contributed to creating a human rights culture

‘
W[ By Omar Maharmeh

The Universal Declaration
of Human rights, adopted
by the UN General assembly
on December 10, 1948, is
considered the main source of
ideas on human rights in the
modern world.

This also applies to the
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,
issued in 1966.

The reason behind the
development of the human
rights concepts are mainly
attributed to the efforts of
civil society organizations
(CSOs) and non-government
institutions that worked to
improve entrench the concepts
of dignity and wellbeing of
people.

Moreover, the adaptation
of international laws and
conventions related to human

rights have also contributed
to the protecting the rights of
people.

In Jordan, the efforts of CSOs
have helped raise the public
awareness on the importance
of human rights.

These bodies had also
forced the country to adopt a
comprehensive legal frame that
is in line with its international
regulations and managed to
enhance measures related to
human rights, although the
current situation is still under
the anticipation.

"HUMAN
RIGHTS
FOR ALL

The Constitution, formulated
in 1952 is the reference
of human rights and basic
freedoms in Jordan. Its
provisions are in line with the
spirit of the international laws
and a reflection of the Arab and
Islamic civilizations.

The Jordanian National Charter,
issued in 1991, is deemed the
second reference for human
rights, while the 1992 Parties
Law is perceived as the third
reference for protecting the
rights of citizens.



