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Orphans in Jordan have
been chanting the slogan
of "a decent life and better
living" for years now. calling
on the country to rescue
them from poverty and
deviation.

Current events taking
place in the Kingdom
indicate a vague future for
orphans and graduates of
care centres. who are forced
to leave the place they were
raised in after reaching
eighteen without education
or any kind of vocational

training.

The reality of the
orphans in the Kingdom
go against the international
agreements ratified by
Jordan in the area of human
rights and the country's
responsibility in ensuring
decent living standards to
all segments of the society.

Jordan has ratified the
Convention on the Rights of
the Child. which considers
each person under eighteen
of age as child.

Article 3 of the
convention stipulates that
state members should place
the best interest of children
as their primary concern

in making decisions that
might affect them. This
particularly applies to the
budgets. policies and laws.

Article4ofthe agreement
states that "governments
have a responsibility to take
all available measures to
make sure children's rights
are respected. protected
and fulfilled... this involves
assessing  their  social
services. legal. health and
educational  systems. as
well as levels of funding for
these services".

However. the situation
in Jordan shows that that
the government has failed
in applying the convention.
especially as the care sector
suffers from shortage in
qualified cadres and poor
educational levels for those

graduating  from  care
facilities.

The Kingdom has not
signed or ratified any

agreement that obligates
the country to take care
of orphans or children of
unknown identity after they
reach eighteen.

On the other hand.
the Ministry of Social
Development is working to
draw up programmes that
remain "ink on paper".

In addition. the orphans
strategy. which His Majesty
King Abdullah ordered
to be realized. is about to
be released soon. orphans
are suffering from more
poverty and are staging sit
ins outside state agencies to
address their situation.

"Painful reality”

Ahmad Robin  has
recently set himself on
fire outside the social
development ministry after
suffering from bad health
condition and notbeing able
to access proper treatment
for he was not covered by
health insurance.

The ministry used to
provide Robin with JD90
a month. but it was not
enough for him to cover his
medical expenses. thus. he
decided to commit suicide.

The situation is even
gloomier for female orphans
who are left without care
after reaching eighteen with
many being exploited.

More than 500 orphans
and graduates of care
centres live in very difficult
conditions and are unable
to find suitable jobs or enjoy
their rights for decent lives.

[srael violates international agreements on child prisoners rights

Mohammad Mahdi Suleiman unveils the details
of his arrest and forture to «Baranda»

W Duaa Natour

The story of the arrestin
and torturing of 16-year-ol
Mohammad Mahdi by the Israeli
forces unveils another side of
Israel's human rights violations.

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights prohibits
arresting children and subjectin
them to cruel conditions ang
using force while interrogating
them.

Article 7 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights stipulates that No one
shall be subjected to torture or
to cruel. inhuman or degrading

treatment or punishment" .

Suleiman was arrested for
allegedly throwing stones on
Israeli forces.

He was subjected to torture
and inhumane psychological and
physical conditions to obtain
confessions.

Suleiman was arrested on
March 15, 2013 when three
soldiers started hitting him with
their legs and hands. causing
him serious injuries.

Then he was interrogated
from 3:00am till 7:00am and
forced to confess throwing stones
on the soldiers and identifyin
those who were involved wit
him.

After refusing to answer their
questions. Suleiman was taken

to jail for further interrogations.
where he was subjected to the
harshest types of ill-treatment
and torture.

His suffering continued with
the Israeli forces extending his
arrest several times after referring
him to the military court.

In June 30. 2013. Suleiman
received  four  sentences.
including attempted murder and
injuring eighteen soldiers.

Suleiman' s father said the
Israeli  jails" administration
continues to refuse his request
to visit his son. saying that his
mother only saw him during the
hearings.

"1 1g<nocked all the doors to
rescue my son who is suffering
from all types of torture but

{]

B
without any success.. .+ his father
noted"

Prisoners
between the
absence and
shy interac-
tion of politi-

cal forces

NI Duaa Natour

Sixty days of hunger strike and
unsurrendered souls.

Sixty days of dreaming, painting
their aspirations, believing that freedom
will come to them sooner or later.

Although families of prisoners in
Israeli jails staged more than 70 sit-in
and protests outside the Parliament
and state agencies, the number or
amount of Jordanians in Israeli prisons
has been marginalized politically and
internationally for decade.

Some believe that the issue in
question did not receive the required
political attention.

Shaheen Mouri, brother of
prisoner  Munir  Mouri, criticized
the political parties, including the

Muslim Brotherhood, saying that their
«interaction was below the anticipation
and their capabilities».

For prisoner Akram Zahra's mother,
the media is also not shedding light on
the matter as it should, stressing the
significant role the press can play in
rallying support for this humane cause.

Journalist Rakan Saaideh said
the public' s interaction to the cause,
including activists, was less than
the required due to several factors,
including their handling of several files
at once and the social, economic and
political pressures and regional crisis.

He stressed the need for intensive
media campaigns to highlight the
suffering of prisoners in Israeli jails and
placing pressure on the international
community to bear its responsibility
towards them.

Atotal of 26 Jordanians are currently
in Israeli prisons, among whom whom 15
are on hunger strike with five admitted
to the hospital.
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Writings on the [raqi embassy staff incident varied between seeding sedition, calls for prudence

Writers exercised hatred, racism...others
considered the reaction worse than the act isel

.
W%T Farah Maraga

T

The Jordanian media have
been split between constructive
positivity and negativity loaded
withracismandincitementtowards
the incident involving the attack of
civilians by members of the Iraqi
embassy in Jordan.

A video showing Iraqi embassy
staff attacking Jordanian activists
during a function in Amman went
viral on the web. provoking many
angry reactions.

"Malki's dogs". the government
should return Jordanians' rights
from Iraqi Shiites". "unethical
Shiites" or the "Jordanian activist
was provocative"are some examples

of remarks made by the media.
Writer Oraib Rentawi deemed
the media reactions as "worse than
the act itself. that remarks made
under the Dome. in the street and
on the internet unveil the extent of

racism and sectarianism that still
exist.

In an article.  Rintawi
condemned these reactions. which
he said started "out of the blue" and
turned the issue into a Sunni-Shiite

conflict.

Meanwhile. Salamah Okour
worte an article on Jo24 news
website. wondering how come
people are attaching Iragis who
reside in Jordan because of a
mistake committed by a number of
Iraqi diplomats against a Jordanian
activist.

He highlighted the “"deep”
historical and geographical ties
Jordan and Iraq enjoy. stressing
that the Iraqi diplomats in question

will be held accountable after
investigations.
Khaberni editor-in-chief

criticized the government's stance
towards the incident and its
“silence over the huge insult against
a Jordanian by guests who forgot
all the diplomatic protocols".

Flagrant infringements on citizens rights in proper living standards

<
wr special
4

The Jordan Food and Drug
Administration (JDFA) has
seized huge amounts fake
pharmaceuticals and expired
foodstuft recently as part of a
massive campaign that covered
all parts of the Kingdom.

Despite these violations.
officials continue to underline
the health and safety of food
items in the local market and
that the size of infringements
are considered insubstantial
compared to the total number
of food outlets in Jordan.

A total of 554 food facilities
have been halted from operating
during the first five months of
this year. while 206 have been
closed. according to the JFDA.

Bakeries and restaurants
ranked first in the number
of establishments found in
violations of public health
and safety regulations. most
of which are located in Karak.
while the least violations were
recorded in Zarqa.

Although  the

size  of

infringements found in
imported food is less than 1
percent. the dangers are still
prevalent in light of the bad
transportation and  storage
standards.

The JFDA has said that the
violations found in foodstuft
concentrated in finding insects
and rats in the facilities and use
of bathrooms for food storage
among other breaches.

Furthermore. the
administration suffers from
massive workload. receiving

more than 52.000 shipments
that include more than 73 food
item. which is considered a
huge burden.

The JEDA is also responsible
for 18 drug manufactories and
over 2.000 pharmacies across
the Kingdom. in addition to
monitoringcosmetics. perfumes
andslimming productsavailable
in the local market.

Dairy products are
considered the most dangerous
products in the market for there
are many ways through which
factories can manipulate their
ingredients.

Tens of tones of yogurt and
herbal oils have been seized for

cheating. according to the JEFDA
figures.

Statistics on Jordanian food
consumption patterns show
that their consumption of
vegetables and fruits dropped
by around 52 percent and 26
percent respectively during the
last two decades. while their
consumption of meat went up
by 367 percent and sugar by
45 percent during the same
period.

Citizens' consumption of
milk and dairy products are
also declining. whereas their
consumption of soft drinks
and sweetened juice rose to 134
percent.

Despite the fact that Jordan
is only a transit country for
fake drugs. there are many
gangsters that are very active
lately. especially in selling
sexual performance enhancers.
cosmetics and  slimming
products.

A report issued by the Audit
Bureau has held the JFDA
responsible for the entry of
products found in violation of
the standards. saying that some
food items enter the Kingdom
without being checked.

|
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The lives of Wadi Abdoun residents
exemplify attack of justice in the country

W‘ Hiba Abu Taha

In the heart of Amman and near
one of the fanciest neighborhoods.
poverty and misery prevail among
citizens who still live in primitive
conditions.

The irony overshadows the
situation when one sees the luxury
villas located near the tents of Wadi
Abdoun residents. who depend on
dumpsters for living.

This is considered an example
of the absence of social justice and
the rule of law. in addition to the
disobedience of the international
conventions and the Constitution
that force the country to provide

its citizens with decent living
conditions.

Article 25 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

stipulates that " everyone has the
right to a standard of living adequate
for the health and well-being of
himself and of his family. including
food. clothing. housing and medical
care and necessary social services..!
In addition. the article highlights'
individuals right to security in the
event of unemployment. sickness.
disability. widowhood. old age
or other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond his control.
Jordan has also ratified the

International
Economic.

rights.

Covenant of the

Social and Cultural
which " recognizes  the

take appropriate steps to ensure the
realization of this right. recognizing
to this effect the essential importance

right of everyone to an adequate
standard of living for himself and
his family. including adequate food.
clothing and housing. and to the
continuous improvement of living

of international co-operation based
on free consent.

Umm Anwar. a Wadi Abdoun
Resident. said her eleven-member
family is threatened to become
homeless at anytime and lose their

conditions. The States Parties will

house.

Anotherresident. FatimaSalameh.
a widow with three children. said
her tent is threatened to be evicted
without compensation. noting that
the Social Development Ministry
refused to provide her with monthly
support because she receives JD150
from an orphanage centre.
"This amount cannot be enough
for four people. she noted.

Income erosion and low wages violate citizens rights for decent living standards

qo)\Jo\UQJ .

WT‘ Sura Dmour

L

Jordanian incomes are eroding day
after day and their purchasing power
is weakened. which threatens to create
dangerous economic. social and security
crisis.

Figures show that the households'
income levels are declining noticeably
and touching the poverty line. a reality
that affects individuals' behaviors and
deprive them of their basic rights.

The International Covenant on
Economic. Social and Cultural Rights
stipulates that member states should
" recognize the riight of everyone to an
adequate standard of living for himself
and his family. including adequate
food. clothing and housing. and to the
continuous improvement of living
conditions" .

It also entails that countries should
take appropriate steps to ensure the
realization of this rig%t‘ recognizing to

this effect the essential importance of
international co-operation based on free
consent.

Economic expert Yousef Mansour
said the growth rate in the last five years
reached 7.2 percent in 2008 and then
dropped to 5.5 percent in 2009.

Henoted that the shortage inliquidity
and the government' s efforts to obtain
loans have also led to increasing the cost
of investment and thus. the direct and
indirect investments. both foreign and
local. went down.

Mansour added that the growth rate
continued to decline until reaching 2.3
per cent in 2010. which is less than the
population growth and this means that
citizens' income went down and the
economy entered a state of recession.

The expert said that the Kingdom
received JD718 million in grants in
2008. JD333 million in 2009 and JD402
million in 2010. totaling at around
JD1.453 billion.

"This means that the grants used
to flow to Jordan on average of JD450
million a year between the period 2008

and 2010." Mansour highlighted. noting
that the rate of poor people-those above
or near the poverty line- reaches more
than 30 percent.

Meanwhile.  Social Security
Corporation (SSC) Spokesperson Musa
Sbeih said a tota{ of million workers
are included under the corporation's
umbrella out of three million people
capable of working.

He added that the number of retirees
reaches about 149.000 year.

Sbeih noted that workers' wages
approximate the poverty line. standing
at JD429.

Sociologist Jihad Taweel
underlined the dangers J)osed by
poverty on individuals and societies

as a whole. stressing the importance
of the government s role in combating
poverty and unemployment as a way to
ensure social justice and the equitable
distribution ot) the development gains.

The Department of Statistics estimate
the number of those under the poverty
line in Jordan went up to 14.4 percent in
2010.



